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Seventeen million women in the US, most of whom are of reproductive age, are

insured by Medicaid, the health insurance program for low-income individuals and

families. Because Medicaid is jointly administered by federal and state governments,

policies at both levels can affect which health services Medicaid will cover.

Medicaid coverage of abortion care is affected by both federal and state policies. The

Hyde Amendment, passed in 1976, prevents the use of federal Medicaid funding for

abortion except when a woman is pregnant as a result of rape or incest, or when her

pregnancy endangers her life. States have the option of using their own funds to cover

abortion in broader circumstances, but only 17 are currently required to do so

according to their state policies.

These restrictions on funding make it almost impossible for low-income women to

access abortion care. In fact, at an average of $470, a first-trimester abortion can cost

more than half of what a family at the poverty level lives on in one month. Women

needing abortions in the second trimester face significantly higher costs.

Ibis Reproductive Health has conducted several research studies that evaluate how

federal and state Medicaid policies on abortion coverage impact women seeking

abortion care. Analysis of some work is still underway, but what we have found so far

has been alarming.

Our research shows that women consistently encounter problems enrolling in

Medicaid, trying to use Medicaid to cover qualifying abortion care, and finding a local

health care provider who accepts Medicaid. In fact, unpublished findings show that in

states with federal Medicaid restrictions in place, as many as two in three women

seeking abortions due to circumstances of rape, incest, or life endangerment are

ultimately unable to secure the coverage legally entitled to them.

What happens to the women denied Medicaid coverage for an abortion?

Consider the story of Tasha, a 37-year-old single mother from Arizona. Tasha had a

heart condition and was advised by her doctor not to get pregnant because it would

endanger her life. When faced

with an unplanned pregnancy, she felt her only option was termination and sought

Medicaid coverage for the procedure. She explained, “I wasn’t eligible to have this

[abortion] covered under that regulation [Hyde Amendment] because…it was some

stupid thing about [the] percentage of my heart that’s dead is not enough…. It’s not

life threatening enough for them to cover it.”

Without Medicaid coverage for abortion available, women like Tasha struggle to raise

money for an abortion. The women we interviewed took out payday loans, delayed bill

payments, pawned jewelry, sold drugs, performed sex work, borrowed money from

friends and family, and took other drastic measures in attempts to raise money for an

abortion. The scramble to obtain funding can lead to delays in obtaining timely

abortion care, prevent women from accessing treatment for life- threatening
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conditions, or prevent women from obtaining an abortion altogether.

The women we interviewed recognized the profound impact Medicaid restrictions on

abortion can have on women and their families. As one woman said, “Putting a

financial strain between a woman and her need to have an abortion isn’t going to do

anything to lower it [the abortion rate]. It’s just putting these women in more poverty,

in financial crisis, in emotional crisis… in physical crisis…. I really don’t think there’s

any benefit in restricting the Medicaid funding for it.”

Unfortunately, the decades-old battle over public funding for abortion continues

under the Affordable Care Act. When national health care reform goes into effect,

more individuals will become eligible for Medicaid, meaning more women will be

affected by restrictions on Medicaid coverage of abortion.

Our research suggests that any restrictions on the circumstances under which

Medicaid covers abortion can effectively lead to prohibitions on coverage in all cases.

We call for continued and expanded efforts to overturn federal restrictions on

abortion coverage to ensure timely and equitable access to abortion care for all

women.

This post is part of the multi-organizational #HERvotes blog carnival.

anchor

Share Your Comment Below

Trackbacks

HERvotes Blog Carnival « MomsRising Blog

HCheck out the HERvotes blog carnival! | FMF Blog

Check out the HERvotes blog carnival!

Leave a Comment

Posted Under: Uncategorized

Permalink

Name: Your name is required

Email: An Email address is required

Website:

Comment:

Crunchy Domestic Goddess
Da Xiang
Dooce
EcOnomical
Ellen Bravo
Engage Her
Environmental Health Trust
Equally Shared Parenting
Evolution of Dad
Families USA
FemChat
Feminist.com
Feministing
Generation Green
GroundTruth (PANNA)
Growing Up Global
HipMama
Hippie Mom
IzzyMom
Justina Chen
Kid Friendly Organic Life
Kimchi Mamas
Latina Lista
Learning to Crawl
Left Coast Mom
Life Meets Work
Mamapalooza
MetroDad
Mitali Perkins
Mkokopelli
Mojo Mom
Mom in Chief
Mommy Needs Coffee
MOMocrats
Moms Speak Up
Moms To Work
MotherTalkers
MotherWoman
Ms. Booty Homemaker
Muckraking Mom
My Maryland Family
MyBrownBaby
Not Just a Pretty Face (Stacy Malkan)
OrganicMania
Our Bodies Ourselves
Parenting Three Ring Circus
ParentsWork
PhD in Parenting
Politics of Motherhood
Pundit Mom
Queen of Spain
Raising Lions
Renee Claire
Riane Eisler
Robert Drago
Safer Chemicals
Say Ahhh! A Children's Health Policy Blog
Seattle Mom Blogs
Silicon Valley Moms
SlackerMama
Solo Mother
StrollerDerby
Telework Research Network
The Dad Man
The Feminist Breeder
The Great Walls of Baltimore
The Lattice Group
The Mom Salon
The Motherhood
The Radical Housewife
The Real Deal Blog
The Sustainable Soul
Today's Workplace
Tony Buchsbaum

http://twitter.com/#!/search?q=%23HERvotes
http://www.momsrising.org/blog/hervotes-blog-carnival/
http://feminist.org/blog/index.php/2011/08/25/check-out-the-hervotes-blog-carnival/
http://feministcampus.org/blog/index.php/2011/08/25/check-out-the-hervotes-blog-carnival/
http://www.momsrising.org/blog/category/uncategorized/
http://crunchydomesticgoddess.com/
http://daxiang.stefmike.org/
http://dooce.com/
http://ec0nomicalmom.blogspot.com/
http://www.ellenbravo.com/
http://www.engageher.org/
http://ehtrust.wordpress.com/
http://www.equallysharedparenting.com/blogger.html
http://www.evolutionofdad.blogspot.com/
http://www.standupforhealthcare.org/
http://www.iwpr.org/blog
http://feminist.com/
http://feministing.com/
http://generationgreen.org/
http://www.panna.org/blogs/kristin-schafer
http://growingupglobal.net/
http://hipmama.com/
http://www.hippie-mommy.com/
http://izzymom.com/
http://www.justinachenheadley.com/
http://www.kidfriendlyorganiclife.blogspot.com/
http://kimchimamas.typepad.com/
http://www.latinalista.net/home/
http://www.baltimoremagazine.net/learningtocrawl/
http://leftcoastmom.com/
http://www.lifemeetswork.com/blog/
http://www.mamapalooza.com/home.html
http://metrodad.typepad.com/
http://www.mitaliperkins.com/
http://mkokopelli.blogspot.com/
http://mojomom.com/
http://www.mominchief.com/
http://mommyneedscoffee.com/
http://momocrats.typepad.com/momocrats
http://momsspeakup.com/
http://www.momstowork.com/
http://www.mothertalkers.com/
http://motherwoman.org/
http://www.msbootyhomemaker.blogspot.com/
http://www.muckrakingmom.com/
http://www.marylandfamilymagazine.com/category/my-maryland-family
http://mybrownbaby.blogspot.com/
http://www.notjustaprettyface.org/?page_id=2
http://organicmania.com/
http://ourbodiesourblog.org/
http://www.parentingthreeringcircus.blogspot.com/
http://www.parentswork.org/blog/blogger.htm
http://www.phdinparenting.com/
http://www.workingmother.com/blogs/politics-motherhood
http://www.punditmom.com/
http://queenofspainblog.com/
http://raisinglions.com/blog/
http://reneeclaire.blogspot.com/
http://www.rianeeisler.com/
http://lser.la.psu.edu/workfam/drago.htm
http://blog.saferchemicals.org/
http://theccfblog.org/
http://seattlemomblogs.com/
http://svmoms.com/
http://slackermama.com/
http://solomother.com/
http://blogs.babble.com/strollerderby/
http://www.teleworkresearchnetwork.com/
http://blog.thedadman.com/
http://thefeministbreeder.com/
http://greatwallsofbaltimore.blogspot.com/
http://www.thelatticegroup.org/
http://themomsalon.com/?page_id=10
http://www.themotherhood.com/
http://www.theradicalhousewife.com/
http://www.ncrw.org/public-forum/blog
http://thesustainablesoul.blogspot.com/
http://www.todaysworkplace.org/
http://www.blogger.com/profile/25094638


How Restrictions on Health Care Funding Affect Low-Income Women’s Access to Care « MomsRising Blog

http://www.momsrising.org/blog/how-restrictions-health-care-funding-affects-low-income-womens-access-to-care/[9/9/2011 12:25:15 PM]

Notify me of follow-up comments via e-mail

Tucson Mama
Virginia Bisek
Viva La Feminista
What Tami Said
Women and Work
Women Drivers
WomenMakeNews
Words to Eat By
WordyDoodles
Work Life Nation
Working Mommy
Working Moms Against Guilt
Working Moms Break
Working With Kids
WouldaCouldaShoulda
Writes Like She Talks
Writing Junkie
Your Woman in Washington
Zepolopez

MomsRising.org strongly encourages our

visitors to post comments in response to

blog postings. We value a diverse range of

opinions and perspectives. Our goal is for

this space to be educational, thought

provoking and respectful. To this end, we

reserve the right to edit or remove

comments that include personal attacks,

obscenity, vulgarity or profanity.

Copyright © 2011 MomsRising
Contact Information | Share Feedback | Legal & Privacy | Unsubscribe | Subscribe

http://www.tucsonmama.com/
http://www.virginiabisek.com/
http://www.vivalafeminista.com/
http://whattamisaid.blogspot.com/
http://womenandwork.org/
http://jycleaver.wordpress.com/
http://www.womenmakenews.com/
http://wordstoeatby.blogspot.com/
http://wordydoodles.blogspot.com/
http://www.worklifenation.com/
http://workingmommy.squarespace.com/
http://workingmomsagainstguilt.com/
http://workingmomsbreak.com/
http://www.workingwithkids.org/about.html
http://wouldashoulda.com/
http://writeslikeshetalks.com/
http://www.writingjunkie.net/
http://yourwomaninwashington.blogspot.com/
http://zepolopez.blogspot.com/
http://www.momsrising.org/
http://www.momsrising.org/
http://www.momsrising.org/contactus
http://www.momsrising.org/contact?type=1
http://www.momsrising.org/privacy
http://action.momsrising.org/cms/unsubscribe/unsubscribe/
http://action.momsrising.org/cms/signup/get_involved/

	momsrising.org
	How Restrictions on Health Care Funding Affect Low-Income Women’s Access to Care « MomsRising Blog


	9tZW5zLWFjY2Vzcy10by1jYXJlLwA=: 
	act: 
	email: Email Address
	zip: ZIP C
	input19: 


	9tZW5zLWFjY2Vzcy10by1jYXJlLwA=: 
	form1: 
	q: Search MomsRising.org
	sa: 


	9tZW5zLWFjY2Vzcy10by1jYXJlLwA=: 
	form15: 
	author: 
	email: 
	website: 
	input10: 
	comment: 
	comment_mail_notify: comment_mail_notify




