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	IPPF works towards a universal recognition of a woman’s right to choose and have access to safe abortion, and a reduction in the incidence of unsafe abortion. As a service to IPPF staff, volunteers, and sympathizers, we share with you recent news and evidence related to the abortion issue.

	[USA:] Abortion education in nurse practitioner, physician assistant and certified nurse–midwifery programs: a national survey 
 
Source :  Foster AM, Polis C, Allee MK, Simmonds K, Zurek M, Brown A. Contraception 2006;73:408–14 (slightly modified by Marcel Vekemans)
This study was undertaken to examine the inclusion and extent of abortion education in accredited nurse practitioner (NP), physician assistant (PA), and certified nurse–midwifery (NMW) programs in the United States. In January 2000, a confidential survey requesting information about the curricular inclusion of eight reproductive health topics was mailed to program directors at all 486 accredited NP, PA and CNM programs in the United States. 202 surveys were returned, with a response rate of 42%. Overall, 53% of programs reported didactic instruction on surgical abortion, manual vacuum aspiration or medication abortion and 21% reported including at least one of these three procedures in their routine clinical curriculum. 
In conclusion, abortion education is deficient in NP, PA and NMW programs in the United States. As integral components of women's health care, abortion, pregnancy options counseling and family planning merit incorporation into routine didactic and clinical education. 

	Note (Marcel Vekemans): While abortion is legal for at least some indications in almost all countries worldwide, the academic and practical training of health care practitioners in abortion techniques is often deficient or even non-existent. The abstract only concerns paramedical staff in the US, but during discussions I had with legal abortion providers in various parts of the world, I have been informed quite often that it is not easy to find trained abortion providers. Of course, the reason for this could be related to reasons other than training, such as lack of motivation. However, basic training should include sessions that raise awareness and commitment, discussions about women’s rights to decide for themselves, how to easily access safe legal abortion and the best possible care, and about the trainees’ responsibilities (as medical and other health care staff) to provide these fundamental services to women.  
 
In the above study the response rate was quite low, but if a bias has been introduced, I suspect it would have resulted in an overestimation of the figures and would not have changed the conclusions, as the respondents were most likely the ones interested in the abortion issue and thus motivated to provide training.
 
Training paramedical staff is as important as training physicians. Surgical abortion services provided by experienced physician assistants have been shown to be comparable in safety and efficacy to those provided by physicians (see IPPF Abortion abstract 1). Concerning physicians, a study conducted in the US yielded the conclusion that obstetrics and gynecology residents placed high value in a family planning rotation which included abortion provision (see IPPF Abortion abstract 37). 
 
I recommend advocating for improving and systematizing abortion training for physicians and other health care staff, and to investigate the issue locally. It might be necessary that family planning associations organize additional training to complement what is provided in universities and other training centres.
​​​​​​​​​​___________________________________________________________________
The International Federation of Professional Abortion and Contraception Associates (FIAPAC) announces the program of its 7th conference. Please find the program online at: www.fiapac.org. Abstracts for free communications and posters are welcome. Kindly distribute this announcement widely.
 
FIAPAC is the International Federation of Professional Abortion and Contraception Associates [Mariahilferfgürtel 37 1150 Vienna Austria 
Tel. +43 699 178 178 03 Fax. +43 1 89 22 581]

	We hope that you find this information useful for your work and that it stimulates a dialogue between us on the right to safe abortion and abortion related activities. 
If you have information on abortion please feel free to send it to us so that we can disseminate it to a wider audience.
Please let us know if there are other persons who would like to be included in our mailing list.
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	The International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) is a global network of 151 Member Associations working in 183 countries, and the world’s foremost voluntary, non-governmental provider and advocate of sexual and reproductive health and rights.


 
